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Swiss Statistics Meeting 2018 - University of Zurich, 27-29 August 2018
In 2018 the Swiss Statistics Meeting will be held under the motto: “Statistic and emotions”.

While statistics is an exact science, emotions by contrast are subjective, often irrational and difficult 
to measure. Despite or perhaps even due to this contrast, statistics and emotions are increasingly 
considered together: if moods and feelings increasingly define what is true and false, what exactly is 
the role of statistics? Are decisions too often made on a purely emotional basis, neglecting statistical 
data and proven facts? How important are evidence-based decision processes given that factual 
correctness is becoming less and less relevant in politics and the economy? How do statisticians 
deal with “fake news”? What emotions do surveys or statistical results trigger among the public? 
What biases and resentments exist compared with fact-based statistics?

In the course of these three days, well-known figures from the field of statistics, the economy, aca-
demia, politics and culture will specifically discuss these issues. A number of open workshops will 
offer the opportunity to exchange views on a wide selection of topics.

We are already able to announce the following keynote speakers:

• Ms Jacqueline Badran, entrepreneur and SP national councillor for the canton of Zurich
• Prof. Andrew Gelman from Columbia University: one of the best known statisticians today, he is an 

expert in Bayesian analysis and has his own unique blog
• Kaiser Fung has written two books (“Numbers Rule your World” and “Numbersense”) in which he
• very eloquently describes how data influence our world. He is a gifted “storyteller”
• Dr. Rolf Dobelli, Swiss writer and entrepreneur. Rolf Dobelli has landed two bestsellers in the Ger-

man-speaking world with his two books „The Art of Thinking Clearly“ and „The Art of Acting Clever“. The 
latest work „The Art of the Good Life“ has just been published

We will also hold a hackathon for the first time and of course organise a poster session once again. 
See you soon in Zurich!

On behalf of the organising committee

Marcel Baumgartner, President of the Swiss Statistical Society

STATISTIC AND EMOTIONS
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Swiss Statistics Meeting
The big event in the statistics calendar

From 27-29 August 2018, statisticians from official statistics, the private sector and academia will 
come together at the Swiss Statistics Meeting. It will take place in Zurich in 2018.

The Swiss Statistics Meeting is organised for experts. Students and other interested parties are also 
very welcome to attend (registration is required). The presentations and discussions will consider 
current challenges, new developments and methodical issues.

During this conferences we will also be celebrating the anniversaries of two statistical offices: 150 
years of the Statistical Office of the Canton of Zurich and 125 years of the Statistical Office of the 
City of Zurich. You can look forward to an unforgettable event on Monday evening. As part of the 
2018 Swiss Statistics Meeting, a hackathon will be held for the first time. Find out more on the next 
page.

The Swiss Statistics Meeting is held once every two years.
In 2018 it will take place at the University of Zurich.

Date: Monday 27 August to Wednesday 29 August 2018

The Swiss Days of Official Statistics are held every other year in 
alternation.

The Swiss Statistics Meeting is jointly organised by the Swiss Sta-
tistical Society (SSS), the Swiss Conference of regional statistical 
offices (CORSTAT) and the Federal Statistical Office (FSO).

Participants attend from the statistical offices within the public ad-
ministration (Confederation, cantons and communes), from uni-
versities, universities of applied sciences and the private sector.

The Swiss Statistics Meeting will contain a mixture of plenary 
meetings and presentations with thematic workshops. We expect 
around 350 participants to come to Zurich in August.

• The conference offers you the perfect platform to present 
yourself, to make and maintain contacts and to showcase 
your products and services

• The biggest national event for statisticians
• Enhance your company image
• Specific target groups of interest to you
• An increasingly young audience thanks to the hackathon
• Exchange of knowledge

What are the benefits for 
sponsors?

Target group

FACT SHEET



What is a hackathon?

During a hackathon, programmers work on a project under time pressure over a weekend. The mot-
to is suggested by the event organiser. The aim is to generate results based on open data that can 
be presented together in teams. A hackathon is not a programming competition in the classic sense 
but rather a programming festival! It is a collective and social experience. The focus is on shared 
discussion and mutual learning.

TWIST – Truth within Statistics

As part of the 2018 Swiss Statistics Meeting, a hackathon will be held for the first time. During the 
hackathon, interested participants will research the potential of various data sets. Between 50 and 
100 participants are expected who will work together in 4 to 5 teams. Following the launch on Wed-
nesday 22 August at which data will be presented and specifics discussed, attendees will explore 
the data in depth and will work in interdisciplinary teams. The different skills and backgrounds within 
each team will allow for creativity and the development of new solutions and ideas.

In freely-chosen teams, participants will work on visualisations and analyses among other things. 
Rooms will be available for this purpose as of Saturday 25 August. Refreshments and a high-perfor-
mance wifi connection will be available around the clock.

Attendees of the Swiss Statistics Meeting are also naturally welcome whether as active team mem-
bers or bystanders.

At the end the results of the hackathon will be presented to the public at the Swiss Statistics Meeting 
on Tuesday 28 August.

Participation in the hackathon is free.

This first hackathon will attract a completely new group of people to the Swiss Statistics Meeting. 
The predominantly young participants often from the university sector breathe new life into the 
statistics scene, providing for an exchange between experts from various fields. This is an exciting 
prospect both for the sponsors and offices taking part in the Swiss Statistics Meeting in terms of the 
transfer of technology and recruitment.

HACKATHON



Extras:
+ sponsors’ talk     price and conditions on request
+ large stand (12m²)    price and conditions on request

SPONSORING PACKAGES:
Sponsoring opportunities

Your benefits

Hackathon extras:
+ sponsoring/funding of drinks reception  price and conditions on request
   breakfast, lunch or dinner

Conference stand (6m²)

Participation in the conference
& buffet (for up to two people) 

Main-
sponsors

Co-
sponsors

Supporters

Your promotional gift in the conference
folder

Your brochure in the conference folder

Your logo:
Welcome slides in the conference hall

Your logo:
In the conference programme

Your logo: 
SSS members’ mailing

Your logo:
Swiss Statistics Meeting & hackathon website

Your roll-up banner at the welcome desk

Your logo: 
Swiss Statistics Meeting signposting

Your logo: 
Hackathon signposting

Portrait dans le programme de la manifestation

Advert in the SSS bulletin (print)

Small

6000 CHF 4000 CHF 1500 CHF

Hackathon 
I & II

2500 
CHF

1000
CHF



Marcel Baumgartner
President of the Swiss Statistical Society
& president of the organising committee
Swiss Statistics Meeting 2018
+41 21 924 18 03
Marcel.Baumgartner@nestle.com 

Jeannine Hefti
Administration Swiss Statistical Society 
3000 Berne
+41 44 350 03 41
sss@stat.ch

Reto Wick
Organising committee of the Hackathon
Statistik Stadt Zürich
Napfgasse 6
8022 Zurich
+ 41 44 412 08 25
reto.wick@zuerich.ch

For further information 
on the Swiss Statistics 
Meeting please contact:

CONTACT

We would be happy to assist you in any questions you may have and would be delighted to
welcome you as one of our sponsors.
 

For enquiries about the 
hackathon please cont-
act:



www.statistiktage.ch


